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EFFICACY OF PRAYER. 


The following account of the inter- 


poftion of Providence, in behalf 


of ashipwreck’d Crew, was ree 

lated at a be:hel Meeting in Liv- 

erpool, by the eaptain of the veffel. 

WE had been waiting upwards 
of two months at the entrance of 
Chefter river, for a wind. On the 
19th January 1822, in the morn- 
‘ag, the wind backed to the south- 
ward, and tothe S. and E. I did 
not expect it to remain there, but 
as others were preparing for fea, 
I thought I would try likewie. 
Accordingly, we got underweigh 
swith a fine breeze, which held on 
till we had cleared Chester Bar. 
The wind began then to head us. 
and it came on to blow a strong 
gale from the N. W.by W. I. ear- 
ried on, and intended te beat it 
out all night, as [ had a good vel- 
fel ; but we fprung the bow/oprit. 
There was a Brig in company, 
bound to the fame place. She 
drew the fame draught of water. 
The captain and men, belonging 
to Parkgate, were all good pilots 
in that channel. He was abouta 
league a-ftern cfus. He bore up, 
and was running back; we kept 
on. However, as night was ap- 
proaching,and it was getting very 
thick and hazy, I tho’t it beft to 
follow him ; we therefore bore up 
alfo, and were coming up to him 
very faft, when Ifaw him fireke 
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tvo orthreetimes. The fea run 
ning high, and the wind blowin 

tremendoufly. I obferved the 
brre’s crew cutting away the 
boat’s gripe. I faid nothing to 
my people, but lifted ny heart to 
God. Again fhe ftruck and ftuck 
falt, and we pafled him to the 
windward. How far we ruy, IT 
cannot fay exactly (probably 
about 2 league,) when we ftruck 
with a tremendouscrafh. At the 


dafhing of every furge, I thought - 


we fhould have gone to atoms. 
We were not long thus, before the 
for ner brig-beat off from her form. 
er pofition, ran clofe up to us, 
and carried away our ftern. 
We endeavoured all we could to 
get clear of her. We effected it 
by fetiing our forefail, and got 


about the length of ourfelves from 
her. After clearing the wreck, 


(the boom and bowiprit were 
along-fide,} to make as fafe as 
poffible, we made the gaft falt to 
the windward ef the companion, 
and as the main jail was new, it 
affifted to break much of the viv. 
lence of the fea, (for the fea was 
at this time making a high-way 
over us,) and forced the boat out 
of its chocks, and hove it be. 
tween the ma‘t and rigging. It 
was a great mercy it {topped there. 
We all went below into the cab. 
in My poor failors as well as 
myfelf were wet and cold. I gave 
them wine, and told them to get 
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fomthing toeat. Asfor myseif, 
jeeing no human provadility of 
efcapiag from death, I thought it 
ufele!s for a dying man to eat or 
drink ; I was not afraid of death ; 
but for a man in health, and 
young and vigorous, to fee that 
he has but a few moments to live, 
is fome what awful. It was the 
cafe with me: befides the concern 
i had for the precious fouls about 
to fuffer with me. I faid to them, 
my lads, I have prayed with you ; 
now, I befeech you to pray every 
man for him‘elf, for in a very lit- 
tle time we fhall be in a watery 
grave. I fee no probability of 
one being faved,—-and I[’ll retire 
to pray for you and mylelf.” I 
then ftood upon the ladder of the 
companion. It would be impof- 
fible to defcribe the agony I was 
in. I did not fay any words. I 
afked not for life. He that fearch- 
eth all things, knoweth what was 
the mind of the fpirit: I groaned 
the unutterable prayer. At that 
awful moment, when the billows 


were breaking over the veffel, and. 


every m)ment we were expectin 

it to goto pieces, I felt as if a 
voice had whifpered in my ear, 
and echoed it to my heart, 
“Thou fhalt be faved.” I felt 
quit a new man; but by what 
means we could be faved, I could 
not tell. I looked upon deck, and 
faw the flood tide had been made 
for fome time—I returned into 
the cabin, and faid to my people. 
“Mind, my boys, do you ttand 


violence of the fea rather fubfided: 
The veffel at that infant floated 
off the bank and was drifting with 
the current. What fhall we do? 
was the queftion. % Get the tack. 
les on the boat?’ In the mean 
time, I thought of going down 
to get my papers; but I was ftop. 
ped by the piercing cry of all 
hands, * fhe is finking—the is fink. 
ing !”—T cried, “* Get the tackles 
to the boat.” While atempting 
to do this, they inceffantly cried, 
“¢ She is finking—tfhe is finking !” 
I endeavoured to ftrip m yfelf for 
{wimming, and threw my coat in. 
to the boat, thinking | might 
{wim on fhore, but I could not in 
my heart leave my poor crew be. 
hind me, fo I buttoned myfelf 
again. ‘They, poor fouls, had not 
ftarted the boat; fear had fo unner- 
ved them : fo I {prung to the tack- 
les, and hoifted the boat myfelf; 
and I felt five times as itrong as 
ever I did before or fince. I cal- 
led them to bear the boat over 
the fide ; but the rolling of the 
veflel and the wreck of the rig- 
ging, preventedthem, One man 
held on a few moments. I endeav- 
ored to clear the boat, and | cut 
away the lanyards of the fhrouds. 
This was no fooner done, than 
the boat fell off, and the man let 
go his hoid. She fell; the tac- 
kle unhooked ; and the boat was 
adrift. Our falvation now ap- 
peared totally cut off ; however 
I faw not a moment wis to be 
loft ; so I {prang to the boat as 


ready tocome ondeck,and foonaf- far as I could leap, and fucteeds 

ter faw the brig that was aground ed in laying hold of her by the 

float and drive pat us-—-I cajied brace hangings in the water. 

my menup = The moon, which One of the failors, a good twim- 
hal been obfeured, now fhone out mer, faw me leap, and faliowed 
the wind luiled a little, andthe me. seeing him by the boat’s 
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eunwale, I handed him a rope 
and hauted him jin. We bailed 
che nat with my hat. Providence 
-) ordered it, that the boat'fell un- 
der the lee quarter; so I got all 
hands in as faft as poffible; and 
we managed to get two oars in the 
boat. In afew minutes. we lok 
Seht of the veffel ; fhe went down. 
Not a veltige of her was to be 
“seen. 

\We endeavoured to follew the 
brig which paffed us, to fave thofe 
on board, if pofltble, for it was 
clearly feen when the ftruck, that 
er beat was ftove to fplinters, 
and wafhed off deck, and the vet 
:el appeared finking. After teil. 
ing ia crofs ‘fea, we found it 
would not do,—the boat would 
have upfet, and we mutt all have 
serifhed ; fo we kept away, and 
pulled to the fhore. A tremen- 
dous wave ‘followed in, and for- 
ced the boat high on _ the beach 
On the water-retiring, I ftepped 
out of the boat, with a heartfelt 
giatitude tomy Almighty Deliv- 
erer. 

I threw my coat over my 
fhou'ders and made to the firft 
ight I could fee, my little boy 
following me. I came to a cot- 
tave where ] was kindly received; 
anda fire made to dry my clothes, 
&e. On the following morning, 
T counted ten wrecks, and on en= 
q cy, found the people belong- 
iy to two velfels befices our- 
feives only were faved —The 
Who'e of my people “were grate- 
fal in acknow ‘edging that it was 
th: Lord who internoted % ‘heir 
boos) Not uaco us, but.u ia 
t: ‘> be all the glory, U 
Li 1 or f Iofts. 


it was an ancient faying, “He 
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that knows not how te pray, Jet 
him goto fea!” There is a fov. 
erern balm in prayer. He that 
has never prayed can never con- 


ceive, and he that has prayed as_ 


he ought can never farcet how 
much is to be gained by prayer. 
That man is moft heroic in dan- 
ger who fears his God ; for by 
that fear he ts fortified agaiatt all 
others. 
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THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD AS- 
SERTED. 


Sir Richard Cradock, a Juf& 
tice of Peace, who was a violent 
hater and persecutor of Diffent- 
ers, and who exerted himfelf to 
enforce all the fevere laws then in 
exiltence aganilt them, happened 
to live near Mr. John Rogers, 
who was ejected from Croglin, in 
Cumberland, to whom he bore a 
particular enmity and whom he 
wanted above all things to have 
in his power. Hearing that he 
was to preach at a place fome 
miles diftant he thought it a fair 
opportunity for accomplifhing his 
bafe defign 5 and in order there. 
to hired two men to go as fpies, 
and take down the names of all 
the hearers whom they knew, 
that they might appear as wit- 
nefles againft both them and Mr. 
Rogers. The plan fucevcced to 
his wifhes. Thefe men brought 
him the names of fevera! perions 
who were prefent at the meeting, 
and he warned fuch cf them as 
he had « particular fpite againft, 
. .«efher with Mr k OGETs, [6 ape 
per before him. Kn: “ inp the 
violence of tee man. they eame 
with trem'dinsg Stores ex potting 
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to betreated with the utmoft fever- 
ity. While they were waiting in 
the Great Hall, expecting to be 
calied upon, a little girl, about 
fix or feven years of age, who was 
Sir Richard’s grand-daughter, 
happened to come’into the hall. 
She looked at Mr. Rogers, and 
was much tasen with his venera- 
ble appearance. He being natu- 
rtlly fond of children, took her 
upon his knee, and carefled her 
wich occafioned her to conceive 
a great fondness for him. At 
length, Sir Richard fenta feryant 
to inform him, and the reft that 
one of the witneffes being taking 
ill, was unable to attend, and that, 
therefore, they mult come again 
another day. They accordingly 
came at the time appointed, and 
being convicted, the Juftice order- 
their mittimus to be written, to 
fend them all to prifon. 

Mr. Rogers, expecting to fee 
the little girl again, brbught fome 
{weetmeats with him to give her. 
As foon as fhe faw him, the came 
running to him, and appeaied 
fonder of him than before. ‘I his 
child, being a particular favourite 
of her grand-father, had got fuch 
an afcendency over him, that he 
could deny her nothing; and the 
pofleffed fuch a viojent {pirit, that 
fhe could bear no contradiction ; 
fo that fhe was indulged in every 
thing fhe wanted. At one time, 
when fhe had been contradicted, 
fhe run a pen-knife into her arm, 
tothe great danger of her life. 
This bad fpirit, in the prefent ip- 
ftance, was over-ruled for good. 
While fhe was fitting on Mr. Rog- 
ers’s knee, eating the {fweetmeats, 
fhe looked earneltly at him, and 
afked, * What are you kere for, 


Sir?’ He aniwered, “TY believe 
your grandfather ts goine to fend 
me and my friend to jail.’« [Yo 
jul,” fays fhe, “why, what have 
you done ?”—“ Why, I did oth. 
ing but preach,and they did noth. 
ing but hear me.”—* He shal] 
not fend you to jail,” replied ihe, 
“ Aye, but, my dear,” faid he, 
“7 believe he is now making out 
our mittimus to fend us all there.” 
Upon this fhe ran up to the 
chamber where Sir Richard was, 
and knocked with her head and 
heels till fhe got in, and faid to 
him, What &re you going to do 
with my good old gentleman in 
the hall.”"—« That’s nothing 
to you,” faid he, Get you about 
your bufinefs.””—* But I won’t,” 
fays the. “he tétls me, that you 
are going to fend him and his 
friends to jail, and if you fend 
them, Pll drown mytelf in the 
pond as foon as they are gone: 
I will indeed.’”? When he {aw the 
child thus peremptory, it fhook 
his refolution, and induced him 
to abandon his malicious defign. 
‘aking the mittimus in his hand, 
he went down into the hall, and 
thus addrefled thefe good men : 
‘sT had here made out your mittl- 
mus to fend you ail to jail, as you 
deferve ; but at my grand-child’s 
requeft, I drop the profecution, 
and fet you allat liberty.” They 
all bewed, and thanked his Wor- 
fhip. ‘But Mr, Rogers, going to 
the child, laid his hand upon her 
head, and lifting up his eyes to 
heaven, faid, ** God blefs you, 
my dear child ! May the blefliag 
of that God, whofe caufe you did 
mow plead, though as yet you 
know him not, be upon you in life, 
at death, and to all eternity! 
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He and his friends then went 
away 

The above remarkable fory 
wastold by Mr. Timothy Rogers, 
the fon of the ejected Muitter, 
who had frequently heard his 
father relate it with great pleaf- 
ure; and the celebrated Mr. 
Thomas Bradbury once heard it 
fom him, when he was dining at 
the houte of Mrs. ‘Tooley, an em- 
inent chriftian lady in London, 
who was diftinguifhed for her re- 
ligion, and for her love to Chrift 
and his people ; whofe houfe and 
table, like Lydia’s, were alwhtys 
open to them. What follows is 
yet more remarkable, as contain- 
tng a ftriking proof of the anfwer 
which was returned to good Mr. 
Rogers’s prayers for this child, 
and the blefling which defcended 
upon her who had been the in- 
ftrument of fuch a deliverance for 
thefe perfecuted fervants ot God. 
Mrs. Tooley had liftened, with 
uncommon attention,to Mr. Rog- 
ers’s tory, and when he had en- 
ded it, fhe afked him, «* And are 
you that Mr. Rogers’s fon?” He 
told her he was: upon which fhe 
faid, “ Well, as long as I have 
been acquainted with you, I nev- 
er knew that before. And now 
{ will tell you fomething which 
you do not know: I am the very 
girl your dear father bleffed in the 
snanner you have related ; and it 
made an impreffion unon me, 
which I could never forget.” 
Upon this double difeovery, Mr. 
Rogers and Mrs. Tooley found 
an additional tie of mutual love 
and-affection ; and then he and 
Mr. Byadbury expreffed a defire 
to know how fhe, who had been 
Drought up in an averfion to the 


Diffenters, and to ferious religion, 
now difewvered fuch an asgtach- 
ment to both. Upon which the 
cheerfully gave them the follow- 
ing narrative :— 

After her grandtather’s death, 
fhe became fole heirefs to his ef- 
tite, which was confiderable. 
Being in the bloom of youth, and 
having nore to control her, the 
run into all the fafhionable diver. 
fions of the age, without any re- 
ftraint. But the confeffed, that 
when the pleafurable fcenes were 
over, fhe found a diffatisfaciion 
both with them and _ herieili, chat 
always ftruck a damp toherheart, 
which fhe did not know how to 
get ride of any other way than by 
running the fame round over and 
over again; but all was in vain. 
Having contracted fome flight ill- 
nefs, fhe thought fhe would go to 
Bath, hearing that it was a place 
for pleafure, as well as health. 
When fhe came thither fhe was 
providentially led to confult an 
Apothecary, who was a very 
worthy and religious man. When 
lve enquired what ailed her, fhe 
an{wered, ** Why, Doé¢tor; I don’t 
ail much as to my body, but I 
have and uneafy mind, that I can- 
not get rid of.” Truly, Mids, 
(faid he,) I was fo too till I met 
with a certain book; and tha: 
cured me”’—€ Books ! (faid 
fhe ;) I get all the books I can 
lay my hands on: all the plays, 
novels, and romanceag I hear of ; 
but after I have read them, my 
uneafinefs is the fame.” —* Tha* 
may be, Mifs,(faid he,) and 1 
don’t wonder at it. Bet as to 
this book I fpeak of, I can fay of 
it what I can fay of no other I 


ever read, that I never tire mn 
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rcading it, but ean besia to read 
it again, as it | had never read it 
beforesand L always fee foage hing 
“Mew init.” “ Pray, DoStor, (fays 
she.) what book is that? ’—* Nay, 
Mifs, (aniwered he,) that is a fe- 
eret I doit tell every one.”— 
“Bat could not [ get a fight ot 
that book?” (fays the. )—* Yes, 
(replied he,) if you {peak me fair, 
I can help you wa fight of it.”’— 
‘* Pray then, get it me, Dodtor, 
and Vl give you any thing you 
pleafe,”’—— Yes, (faid he.) if you 
will promife me one thing, Ill 
bring it you; and that is, that 
you will read it over carefully ; 
and if you fhould not fee much 
in it at firft, that you will grve it 
a fecond reading.” She promif- 
ed faithfully, that fhe would. 
After coming two or three times 
without it, to raife her curiofity, 
he at laft took it out of his pock- 
et, and gave it her. 

This book was the New Tefta- 
ment. When fhe looked at it, fhe 
aid, with a flirt, * Poh! I could 
get that at any time.”—* Why, 
Mifs, (faid he,) fo you might; 
but remember, I have your fol- 
emn promife, that you will read 
it caretully.””—** Well, (fays the, ) 
though I never read it before, I’ 
give it a reading.”——Accordingly 
fhe began to read. it, and it gon 
attracted her attention. She faw 
fomething in it, wherein fhe had 
adeep concern; but her mind 
now became ten times more une 
ealy than ever. Not knowing 
what to do, fhe foon. returned to 
London, refolved to try again 
what the diverfions there weuld 
do to diflipate her gloom. But 
nothing of this kind anfwered her 
purpole. She lodged at the court 


Tleravd. vor. Se 
end of thetown, where the had: 
with her a female companion, 
One Saturday evening the had a 
remarkabie dream, which was, 
that {he was in a place of worfhi 

where the heard a fermon; but, 
when fhe awoke fhe could remem. 
ber nething but the text. This 
dream, however, made a deep 
impreilion upon her mind; and. 
the idea fhe al of the place, and 
of the Minifter’s perfon, was as 
{trong as if fhe had been long ACs 
gainted with both. Cn the Lord’s 
day morning, fhe told her dream 
to her companion, and faid, thas 
after breakfait fhe was refolved 
to ,o ia quelt of the place, though 
the ihould go fiom one end of 
London to the other. They ace 
cordingly fet out, and. went into 
feveral churches as they paffed 
along, but none of them anfwer- 
ed to what fhe faw in her dream. 

About one o’clock they found 
themfelves in the heart ofthe city, 
where they dined, and then fet 
out again in fearch of this piace 
of worthip. 

About half after two o’clock, 
they faw a great nnmber of peo- 
ple going down the Old Jewry, 
and ihe determined to fee where 
they went. She mingled with the 
company, and they conducted her 
to the meeting-houfe in the Old 
Jewry, where Mr. Shower was 
then Minifter. A’ foon as the 
entered the door, and jurveyed 
the place, fhe turned to her com- 
panion, and faid, with {ome iu> 
prife, “ his is the very. plece I 
faw in my dream.” She had 
not been long there before {fhe iaw 
Mr. Shower go up into the pul. 
pit, and looking at him, wits 
greater furprife, fhe faid, “ This 











&. Chrifian Herald. 131 


is the very man I faw in my 
dream, and ‘f every part of it hold 
true, he will take fer his text, 
Pfalm cxvi 7. Return to thy ref, 
O! my foul, for the Lord hath dealt 
bountifully with thee When he 
rofe up to pray, fhe was all atten- 
tion, and every fentence went to 
her heart. Having finifhed his 
prayer, he took that very paflage 
which fhe had mentioned for his 
text, and God was pleafed to 
make the difcourfe, fottnded up- 
on it, the mean of her faving con- 
‘yerfion ; and thus fhe at laft found 
what fhe had fo lonz fought elf 
where in vain, Ref to her foul. 
And now fhe obtained that blefi- 
ing from Ged, the Fountain of 
felicity, which pious Mr. Rogers, 
fo many years before, had fo fol- 


emnly and fervently implored on 
her behalf. 4 W. 
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and truth; moral virtues being 
brought in, initead of faith, in&- 
nite @pinions inftead of truth) 
and the air alfo, with the {moke 
of the pit ; that it may be under- 
fteod, not to be an eclipfe of the 
fun, but the obfeurity of the air 
and fun, by the fmoke of the pit 
afcending, to wit, human doc- 
trines, ob{curing Chrift and his 
faith, as the fun and air. 

Verte 3.-—And out of the smoke 
of the pit, there came forth locufts on 
the earth. Here the people of 
the Univerfities, bred and born 
of philofophy, are called locuft, 
by a molt fit name ; becaufe they 
are without a king, that is, Chrifl; 
and fly in companies, as is said 
in Prov. iii. and alfo becaufe 
they wafte and burn up all green 
things wherever they light ; and 
fo the grammarians think they 
have their name, focuft, from the 
place which they burn and wafte. 
And fo this people of the univer- 
fities, confumes and burns up all 
the green pafture of Chrift, that 
is the fruit of faith. 

And power was given them, as the 


Rev. ix. 2. Anp be received fcorpions of the earth have power; to 


the key, of the bottomle/s pit, and 
opened it, and brought forth to us 
philofophy, long ago dead and 
ccndemned by the do&rine of the 
apoltles : and from thence afcend- 
ed the fmoke of that pit, that is, 
the more words and opinions of 
Ariftotle and the philofophers, as 
the {moke of that great fuinace: 
for then philofophy prevailed, 
and became of large extent and 
power, fo that Ariffotle was made 
equal with Chriit, in refpe@ of 
authority and faith. And here- 
by was the fun darkened (even 
Chritt, the fun of righieouinel’s 


wit to wound the conscience ef 
men, becaufe the green fruit of 
faith being wafted, which heals 
the con{ciences of men, it cannot 
be, but the confcience mutt be 
hurt and prejudiced. 

Verse 4. And it was comman- 
ded them, that they fbould not hurt 
the grafs of the earth, nor any green 
thing ; that is, that they fhould 
not hurt the ele. For they do 
not hunt all, neither do the nitur- 
al locuits hurtevery green things 
but fume'certain place; fo it 15 
here. 

But only thofe men who have 
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nof the mark or feal of God ia 
there foreheads; that is, fome 
gratis they fhould hurt, to wit, 
thofe who have not faith, which 
is the mark of God, whioh we 
carry im. a pure confcience, and 
free conver{ation. 

” And it was commanded thems 
that taey fhould not kill them, but 
only fhould torment them five months. 
This feems to. be fpoken of moral 
doctrine, which, feeing it teahes 
us the knowledge of fin, like the 
law of God, it doth not kill, but 
only affiidt a man with vatn ftud- 
ies, wherein he is always learing, 
and yet never comes to the knowl- 
edge of the truth :. Bor they who 
are killed with the letter, are 
quickened. with the eternal fpirit, 
they are not tormented five 
months, that is, the whole time 
of their fenfual life, in which mor. 
al divines reign. And we fee by 
experience; that all’ moral virtues 
are of a moft evil and anhappy 
confcience, full of {cruples, and 
unquietnefs, and have power, 
neither of -good' nor evil: and 
therefore it follows ;. 

And their torment is, as the tore 
ment of a scorpion, when it ftrikes a 
man. Behold here a wounded 
conscience : for here he expounds 


what he had faid before, that they. 


are not favingly killed, nor fpirit- 
ually quickened. 

Verte 6. Andin thofe days men 
fhafl Jeek death, and fhall not find it ; 
and fhall defire to diz, and death 


Sfoall free from them: To wit the 


death of fin, which doth too much 
live in the oonfcience, and yet 
is not rightly known ; for if it 
were known, prefently, it being 
flain, would perifh : But this can- 
not Ariftotle’s ethics do, but is the 
office of the-letter, and the ipirg. 


YOR. 6, 
AFFECTING ANECDOTE. 


At an anniverfary Meeting it. 
Southempton Mr. Leigh Rich. 
mond (author of the Dairyman’s 
Daughter ) related to the meeting 
an anecdote of. the moft touchin 
interelt, whieh riveted. the atten. 
tion and affe@ed the hearts of the 
whole aflembly in no common de- 
gree ; and-to which, though we 
will generally and briefly fate 
the facte, we cannot pretend to do 
any juitice. By a. fudden burft 
of water into one of. the Newcatt- 
le Collieries, 35 men and 41 lads 
were driven into a ditant part of 
the pit, from which there was no 
poliibility of return until the wa- 
ter fhould have been drawn off. 
While this was being effected, 
though all poflible means were 
ufed, the whole number died, 
from ftarving or from suffocation. 
When the bodies were drawn up 
from the pit, feven of the youths 
were difcovered in a cavern fep- 
arate from the reft. Among 
thefe was one of peculiarly re- 
ligious habits, whofe daily read- 
ing of: the facred Scriptures to 
his widowed mother, when he 
came up from his. labour, had 
formed the folace of her lonely 
condition. After his funeral 2 
fympathifing friend of the neg- 
leed poor, went to vifit her; and 
while the mother fhowed him, as 
a relic of her fon, his Bible, worn 
and foild with conftant perufal,. 
he happened to caft his eyes on 
a candle: box, with. which, as 2 
miner, he had been furnifhed, 
and which had been bronght up 
from the pit with him, and there 
he difcovered a record of filial af- 
fetion and fteadfaft piety of the 


vanth, than which the annals Ce 
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martyrdom fcarcely furnifh a 
higher or a more affecting in- 
fiance. Inthe darknefs of the 
fuffocati:z pit, with a bit of poin- 
ted non, he had engraved on the 
box his lait meffage to his mother, 
in thefe words: “Fret not, my 
mother, for we were finging and 
praifing God while we had time. 
Mother, follow God more than 
ever I did.—Jofeph, be a good 
Jad to God and mother.”? Mr. 
R. produced the box, which he 
had borrowed of the wrdow, un- 
der a folemn promite of returning 
a relic fo precious to a mother’s 
heart.—Lon. Pa. 

O think, ye that forget God 
ond religion how enviable the fit- 
gation of the cave of death to 
thofe who have the fear and love 
of God in their heart with the 
beamings of tmmortality over- 
whelming the foul, to your’s up- 
ona bed of down, who have in 
addition to the remorfe of a mif- 
pent life, the gloomy forebodings 
of a Judgement to come. 
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EXTRACT. 


DESIRE OF THE SOUL. 


WHETHER I climb the high. 
aft eminence or pry into the deep- 
eft indigence, 1 can difcover no 
object capable of filling my capa- 
gious defires. Ten thoufand years 
are too few to gratify my desires. 
What is not eternal is unequal to 
mv wishes. The all wise Creator 
does nothing in vain. ‘Therefore 
thofe detires of immortal duration 
fhail be graified. Hence, I will 
enter into the plan of my Creator, 
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who hath created me capable of 
eternal felicity, and into that of my 
Redéemer, who hath died to ena- 
ble me to arrive atit. How glo- 
rious the profpect! What want- | 
eft thou oh my foul? With what . 
imaginable excellency wouldf ( 
thou clothe thyfelf? What defira- 
ble obje& wouldf thou pitch up- 4 
upon ? Is it beauty ? ? he righteous 
Joall faine forth as the fun in the : 
kingdum of heaven. Is it riches: 
Every one in God’s family fhal! } 
have a glorious, incorruptible, and Ms 
eternal inheritance. What is it { 
then? Is it honour like to this ? ; 
to be a friend and favourite of be 
God, brought nigh by the blood of ie 
Chrift;to have a crown of righteous- i 
nfs, of life, and of glory ; yet more, Ve 
a far more exceeding and eternat e 
weight of ghry fet upon thy head. 
Or again, is it pleafure ?—The 
jut {hall enter into their matter’s 
joy, and there are iivers of plca/- 
nres at his right hand for ever more. t 
Ina word what wouldit thou 
have, oh my foul? A confluence 
of all the glorious things both in 
heaven and in earth? Why, god- 
line[s hath the promife of the life that 
now is, and of that which is to come. 
If heaven, and the rightecusness 
thereof, are objects which thon 
feekelt ; thefe, with all the dura- 
ble riches and excellencies there- 
of,thou fhalt affuredly find. Make 
me holy, O Lord! and then I am 
fure I fhall be happy. 


Scon fhall this earthly frame, diffolv’d, 
In death and ruinslie ; 

But better manfions wait the juft, 
Prepared above the fky. 
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Such is the hope that cheers their fouJs, 
‘Thit hopes their God hath given ; 
His {pirit is the earneft now, 
And feals their fouls for heaven. 
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ADDRESS, 


ON THE COMMENCEMENT OF TFHE NEW YEAR. 


_ Belsved Brethren, 

AGAIN we hive the plea- 
fure of greeting one another, on 
the commencement of a New 
Year, and of acknowledging our 
prati.uge for the quereies we rhs ive 
received from the hand of eur 
indulgent and heavenly Dather. 
May an exprefiton of our grati- 
tude be made by duly confidering 
the obligations we are under, to 
ferve him who is our preierver 
and bountiful benefactor. And 
us this duty neceffarily involves 
in it the LOVE OF HIS CREATURES, 
may we ever endeavour to incub 
cate fuch a fahutary principle ; 
and may all exertions to benefit 
one another, be blefied of Gad, 
whether it be att ome by a 
codly walk, by preacl ing the 
cofpel, by diffufing reli: cious in- 
formation, or by iaktvehs means 
the word and fpirit of God may 


point out as the pa'h-way of 


duty. 

The exertions of chrifians to 
promote the order ef the Houfe 
of God, and thereby kee eping 
open the communications of the 
Holy Spirit with them, and the 

‘hurches being in a fituation that 
(30d shall fay I will dwell in 
them and walk in them,’ is pof- 
‘ibly one of the greateft bicfings 
‘hat they canbe to the children 
of men. In this united cap: LCILY 
bound together by the ties of 


heavenly love, they are in a fitu- 
at on to take thof bv the hand 


who would enquire the way to 
Zion, and become nurfing fathers 
and mothers to thofe who are 
young in Wh Bax and babes 
in the kingdom. 

In an attempt at fuch a defir. 
ale fituation, we have frequently 
been led to view the extremes, by 

which the honeft enqutrer after 

the right way cf the Lord, has. 
often been turned afide The 
one is a fpirit of undue attach- 

ment to the things that are feen, 

not correctly difcerning that 
things of an external nature are 
of no more ufe than to aft in 
the profitable communication of 
the things of the fpirit, which 
have their life in the hidden man 
of the heart, by a holy implanta- 
tion, and therefore they have 
taken up with the form of godli- 
nefs without the power. The 
other equally honeft in the enqui- 

ry after the right way, having 
{een the extreme of formality on 
one hand, have ventured on the 
other extreme, nct duly confider- 
that the word and fpirit agree, 
and are infeparably connected, 
at lea& fo far as we are concern- 

ed ; they have therefore difcarded 
every thing, ut that which 
comes by immediate impube, 
which has opened the way for 
many who have rifen up on this 
¢round to imbibe fach errors as 
have been their overthrow. But 
as neither of the above extremes 
are well pleafing to Ged, they 
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cannot be beneficial to man, and 
wherein they are perfifted in, we 
may upbraid ourselves with wa't- 

ing time, for which we muff give 
account. While thofe who take 
heed to the fure word of prophefy, 
the worp of Gop, and the spirir 
which always accompanies tt, do 
we!l; for they find tt a light that 
fhineth in a dark place, till the 
_day dawns and the day flar arif- 
es in the heart. 

Upon a retrofpective view of 
the year paft, we fee abundint 

caufe of thankfulnefs, that while 
forénaiadas have been experien- 
ced, tnd our borders have been 
ins reafing, there feems to be 
ich a foirit of unanimity and 
ia mony prevailing. The caule 
is the Lords—chriftians may be 
ameed fo long as they feek for 
tt in the unity “of the {pirit. 

We cannot boaft of cur femin- 
aries to augment’ our miniftry, 
nor do we indeed view this an 
evil. For although we believe 
that fora man to ftand in the 
place of a teacher of religion, he 
thould be an able minifter of the 
New Teftament, yet we do not 
think that an uncommon thare of 
human learning is abfolutely pre- 
requifite ; in fo doing fhould we 
not implicate the conduct of its 
great founder, who felected the 
i'literate as well as the other clafs. 
If we wifh to be taught in any of 
the feiences, we fhould natu: ally 
{elect a man to teach it who is 
fkill’d in fuch fcience, but if we 
with to be taught in the things of 
the kingdom of God, we fhould 
choofe a teacher who has been 
taught of God, and fent of God, 
whole praife is not of men but of 
God, Human learning we duly 
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appreci. ate, when it does not hand 

in the place where it ought not— 
when it does not ftand in the 
place of God ; for it is then that 
the wifdom of this worid becomes 
foolifhnefs, and that which is 
highly efteemed becomes abom- 
ination. 

Let fuch as are called of God, 
fo {peak and fo do, as thofe rat 
muit be judged by the perfec 
law of liberty. And a he 
Randing the flood of perfecution 
which is pouring from the mouth 
cf the dragon, yet in this happy 
land, the earth helps the woman. 
see the eaemies of the crofs only 

know, that infead of h nurting 
thofe they oppoie, they place in 
a fituation to receive iter 
bleflings, they would at once re- 
frain; for the Chriitian never 
experiences the glory of that 
promi fe of the Saviour, « Bleffed 
are ti hey that are pe rfecuted for 
righteoufne/s fake,” till they receive 
erfecution. 

Therefore, while we are favor- 
ed to congratulate each cther on 
= commencement of a new year, 

inder circumftances prefuging 
dna profperity, let us give 
God all the glory, and willingly 
yield obedience to his govern. 
ment and laws. And may his 
golpel which is fo admirably 
caleulated to benefit mortals, “4 
proclaimed with that fimplicicy 
which fhould ever be the charac- 
teriftic of its communpication. 

Asa publication for the diffu. 
fion of Religious Intelligence, is 
alfo among the laudable means 
to benefit mankind, while it thal] 
delineate the movements which 
are conducive to Zion’s profperi- 
ty, we therefore, take the liberty 
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to hazard a regutft, that our 
brethren in general, our corref- 
pondents and our patrons would 
fiay up our hands. 

Finally as many exertions are 
at the prefent, making intereft for 
a varicty of objects, may all fuch 
be crowned with fuccefs which 
has in view the profperity of 
Zion, which is calculated to ame- 
liorate the condition of man. 
And while time in its rapid fltght 
is contwnually depriving us of 
portions of our little fpan cf life, 
leaving us but juft time to be 
ufefully employed, may we fee 
the neceffity of doing whatfoever 
our hands findeth to do with our 
might, that we may lay up in 
Rore a good foundation againtt 
the time to come. 


—<2+ oo 


REVIVALS. 


THERE has been fome revi- 
val of late, in the joutherly part 
of this town, under the improve- 
ment of brother Jofeph Banfield, 
of Wolfborough. A number 
have been hopefully converted. 


a+ 


For the Chriftian Herald. 


Extract of a letter from Elder Da- 
vid Harriman, to the Editor, dat- 
ed Dec. 9, 1822. 

“«WiTHIN a few weeks paft 
the Lord has been working won- 
ders in this town and its vicinity. 
The work is moitly among the 
Congregationalilts. More than 
fifty have been the fharers in this 
work, who before were enemies 
to God, by wicked works, ac- 
cgrdmeg tothe information which 
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they gave nie. i jiave met with 
them feveral times in evening 
meetings and preached with 
them. The mimiiter and converts 
manifeft great freedom and liber. 
ty, and appear tobe as free from 
the fatal doctrine of the Stoics, 
as any of our Chriftian brethren 
are. O may the good Lord help 
them to ftand faft in the liberty 
wherewith Chrift hath made us 
free. We havea meafure of the 
good werk among us; one is 
converted and a number of back. 
fiiders se.urned confefling ; I ex. 
pect a number will be baptized 
the next firftt day, if the Lord 
will. Some appear to be under 
ferious conviction. O may the 
good Lord carry on his glorious 
work among all denominations 
until his name be known in ail 
the earth, and his people become 
one in Chritt Jefus wherever they 
be, is the earneft prayer of your 
affectionate brother in. gofpel 


bonds. , 
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For the Chriftian Herald. 


Extrad cf a letter from Elder Job: 
Boothby, to the Editor, dated De- 
cember 19, 1822, 


I am now at home with my 
family which is very rare on ac- 
count of my frequent travelling 
from place to place, trying in my 
feeble mannerto {pread. the know- 
ledge of the glory of my precious 
maiter Jefus, among my fel- 
low men; but it more than re- 
compences my pain to fee them 
love the Lord. Agreeably to 
promife, I would forward @ 


fketch of the late revival in Effex; 
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once calied Chebacco ; it begun 
‘n the following manner. In the 
fummer of 1821, brother George 
Pierce, living in Salem, had 
4 particular impreflion to vif- 
it Effex ; when he came to the 
meeting houle, it being on the 
frit day of the week, he found 
two brethren and five filters fit- 
ting, and Itke Jacobs fons, look- 
ing one on another. It may be 
remark’d here, that thefe breth- 
ren who were once happily united 
having for their paftor our belov- 
ed brother, Elder Joha Rand, 
who now lives in Vermont, have, 
on account of various prevailing 
opinions about the fubje&& of wor- 
thip, and fome coming in 
amongit them having more good 
:atentions than wifdom and pru- 
dence, been divided and fcat- 
tered; but to return: Brother P. 
prayed with and exhorted them. 
His coming was noifed abroad 
and in the afterncon more came 
to meeting than had done 
for fome time. He continued 
his vifits among them through 
the fummer, occafionally and the 
Lord bleft the word to the com- 
forting of the faints and the awak- 
ing of the carelefs youth. Though 
nothing very i{pecial appeared 
till this lat iummer when broth- 
Peirce repeated his vifits again, 
when there were powerful figns 
of a reformation manifeited, in 
as much as that the youth were 
heard weeping and crying for 
mercy. Sometime in the month 
of September when _ patling 
through Salem for Bofton, to ful- 
fil an appointment, brother Pierce 
“informed me of the fituation of 
things in Effex, and. requefted 
me to vifit them and preach the 


‘weeks, in» which time feveral were 
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word, and at the samve time, re- 
marked that as he lived at a dift- 
ance from them he could not vil- 
it them cnly occasionily on the 
firft day of the week. Agreably 
to his requetft, and an impreflion 
of duty which refted on my own 
mind, left with him an appoint- 
ment to preach in Effex on the 
firft Lords day in October and 
continued with them about a 
fortnight. In this vifit I faw the 
power of the Lord manifefted 
among the people, and one back- 
flider wasreclatmed. 1 then left 
them on account of a previous 
engagement at Salifbury point, 
to preach and break bread, their 
miniiter having previoutly left 
them ; after which returned to 
Eifex and tarried about .four 


converted and the people flocked 
from every direction to hear the 
word, fo that no private houfe 
would hold the people whe would 
aflemble for an evening meeting. _ 
My firft object, when I went te 
Kifex, as the Church had beeg 
fcattered, was to appoint Church @ 
meetings, and to try to gather the™ 
fcattered flock, and fucceeded in ™ 
fame good degree, fo that we had 
gne communion, and found them 
confiderably united. I think 
that divifions in churches, fre- 
quently prevent reformations 
from fpreading as they etherwife 
would, therefore, churches fhould 
take heed leit any root ot bitter. 
‘nefs {pring up, and when it does 
to purge out the old leaven, that 
they may be a new lump. 

I alfo vifited Cape Ann, and 
preached feveral times, found the 
people atteniive to hear, and 
iormed an agreeable acquajnt- 
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anee with Elder Eps Davis, who 
lives ata vil'ase called Squam, 
On one part of the Cape. Elder 
Davis is held in high eftimation 
by the church as a fincere man, 


and well engaged for the good of 


fouls. He was ordained by the 
Chriftian Elders, and wifhes, to- 
eether with the Church to which 
he belongs, of which he ts pallor, 
Rill to belong to the Chriftian 
Society. ‘The number now be- 
longing to that Church, is forty, 
Elder D. obferved that two had 
found comfort there of late, and 
that the profpect was encourage- 
ing. Finally there is an appear- 
ance of a general fpread of the 
Redvemer’s kingdom, in that res 
cion, and thatit may fpread there 
and in all the earth, is the fincére 
prayer cf a lover of the truth. 

[ Note.—Elder Eps Davis’ name 
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will prove a fource of comfort to 
many. Elder Merrell had for 
Jong time been deprived of his nats. 
ural {peech, and the gloomy a- 
bode of corruption was the expect. 
ed place of his refidence in athort 
time. This was thought to be 
-the cafe, when the Conference 
was held in Canaan, June laf, 
where we had a feafon that will 
by many be kept in perpetual 
rememberance. A work com. 
menced then that has progreffed 
with rapidity unt now. And 
indeed the profpect at prefent is 
glorious. A few remarks rela. 
tive to the eftablithment of Elder 
Merrill’s hea'th, I prefume, would 
be a ra‘isfaction to his numcrous 
acquaintance, which has ttken 
place fiitace the Conference in 
Jume lait. A few days before 
his voice came to him, a _ neigh- 


and alfo that of the Church, of bour of his was a short diltance 


suhich he ts paftor, was inadvertent- 
fy omitted in the lifts publifbed in the 
Herald, and in the Regifter ; the mif- 
take occurred fur the want of regular 
returns from Maffachufetts | Ed. 


——— + 


For the Chriftian Herald. 

Dear Brother—\f the following 
fines fhould be thought worthy 
of a place in your Heratp, you 
may infertthem. Joun Paine. 

To the bretiren feattercd abroad. 


I John, who am your brother, 
and companion ‘in tribulation, 
and in the kingdom and patience 
of Jefus, with you grace mercy 
and peace. Being appointed 
with Elder Froft, to vifit the 
Churches in Canaan and Clinton, 
I think it my duty to give fome 
account of the fame, hopeing it 


from home, and on a fudden his 
ears was faluted with the found 
of Elder Meirell’s voiee, engaged 
in folemn prayer. He pauled a 
moment, and feeling fenfible that 
it was his voice, he immediately 
haftened home, expecting to find 
him at his houie ; but when he 
learnt that be had not been there, 
he was much furprifed. For at 
this time Elder M. had not {pok- 
en with his natural voice for 4 
number cf months. Not long 
after this circumftance, on Lord’s 
diy morning, as he fat in his 
houfe, I apprehend he was loft iil 
meditation, when he commenced 
one of the fongs cf Zion, and for 
the firft time for months, lung 
with his natural voice. He then 
went directly to the place ap- 
pointed for a meeting, and 
preached with his full vore.— 
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Conflernaticn fell upon the peo- 
ple, for he was like one from the 
dead. Glory to God, who has 
pewer to raife the dead {piritual- 
ly and literally. I have been 
pecan in the town where he 
lives for a fhort time paft 3 quite 
a large number have been bap- 
tized and added to the church, 
4nd many more, are anxicufly 
cnquiring the way to Zion “A 
great folemnity feems to reft on 
the minds of m apy of the inbabi- 
tants of Canaan. Although t has 
for fome time paft been a land of 
darknefs, Bale and difirefs, ye 
ints to be hoped that the ? nl 18 
rot far ditant, when the Sun of 
Righteoutnets will, virtually dis 
play his healing power, and make 
it like that of “old, to flow with 
milk and hon 
The lad feafon T preached i 
Newport, Palmyra, and the ad- 
jobaing towns. God in a won. 
derful manner poured out his 
fpirit, and bleffed my labours, 
fouls were brought from darknefs 
to light, and from the power of 
fin and fatan unto God. I bap- 
tized a large number, added to 
ene church a few, coilected ano- 
ther and encouraged them to go 
en to ferve the Lord Jefus. With 
jleafure I have it to relate, that 
they ftand faft in the truth; the 
Jord help them to continue 
jaithful until death, and then in 
u 1e kingdom of repofe, they will 
fave a place ap pointed them, to 
dwell where pleafures are forever 
in the bloom. In this part of 
the country the number of the 
Chriftian brethren has been small 
until of late, Zion the city of 
our folemnity, has been highly 
favored, ‘She number of preach- 
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ers are Lut few, Tat thanks be 
given to the Mo High, it is to 
be hoped that they are men that 
God has anointed for the glori- 
ous work. May love govern all 
oor hearts, and ftimulate us to 
inculcate the fame in the minds 
of others. O, may God haften 
the time when the children fhall 
be put together like the flocks of 
Bozrah, and no more be {catter- 
ed in a dark and cloudy day. 
This is my fincere prayer and 
earne{t defire 

N. B. Elder Merrill is well ene 

gaged, and fouls are turning to: 


the 1 ,07 d. 


Vaicy, (Mawe,) Nov 26. 1822 
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4 foort difiriaticn on the nature of 
a call to the Miniftry. 


By Apbh. Leighton. on Ifa. vi. 5, &e. 


“Then, faid FI, woe is me.’ } 
He is not lifted up with the dig- 
nity, that he fhould: be honour- 
ed with fuch a vifion of God.— 
On the contrary, he is ftruck with 
hamble, hely fear This is moft- 
ly the exercite of thofe fouls, who 

e admitted neareft to God, even 
alftonifhment and admiration tha 
{uch as they fhould be regarded 
and raiied to that height ; ; and ag 
holy fear, in a fenfe of there ond 
holinefs. ; 

The mother and nurfe of pride 
is ignorance of God. A flight 
glance of Him will make the beft 
of men abhor themfelves; and 
ftili the nearer the fight of him, 
the lower conceit will there be of 
felf, and the deeper fenfe of vi'e- 
nefs. Impurity well ae 
to a man is ges cured ; the ligh 
that difeovers it, is followed w stb 
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a.burning coal, which purges it 
away. ‘The Holy Spirit ts that 
purifying fire; a touch of it clean- 
feth the hearts, and lips, and ail, 
and kindles that affection in the 
fou. which cannot dieout. This 


fire hath two effects : it works pu- 


rity and a@vity : it takes away fia, 
and puts ia spirit and life for obe- 
dience: the former is effeétual to- 
wards the latter : the more the 
foul is cleanfed, the more alive 
and able it is made for iervice. 
It is in a healthful temper; and 
gees readi.y to any Work: ont- 
ward difcouragements and difhe 
culties are then wothing. Oh! 
how fweet it 1s to be actuated by 
Jove ! witha pure intention and 
defire of doing God feivice! 
Other motives, or the mixtures 
of them, are bafe: and, though 
God may fometimes make ute of 
fuch perfons; yet he fees within, 
and knows what {pring makes the 
wheels go; and he gives them 
their reward here, fomewhat, 
pofibly, of that which they feek, 
{fuccefs, and credit,and a name: 
but the after reward of faithful 
fervants they need not look for, 
or expeét ; for, they receive their 
reward,and can they expect more? 
Many a “* Here am J,” comes from 
other incentives than an a/tar-coal: 
and fo they may burn and fhine 
for a while ; but they foon die out 
ina {nuff: the heavenly attar-fire 
alone keeps im, and returns to 
yeaven, where it was kindled. 
There is many a hot, furious 
march, under the femblance and 
name of zeal for God, which loves 
to be feen, like Jehu. Such per- 
fons may flatter themfeives into 
a conceit in the heat of aétion, to 
think it is for Ged; while he fees 
through it, and judges of it as it 


is, a zeal for felf and there own in. 
tere ; and he gives them, accord. 
ingly, fome _hireling journey. 
mai’s Wages, and turns them of, 
jut, oh ! where the heart is pure. 
ly actuated by a defire for his glo. 
ry, and feeks nothing elfe ; for 
fuch remains that bleed word, 
—‘“Well done, good and faithfyl 
jJervant, enter into thy Mafter’s 
joy 1” 

This, then, 1s to be fought for, 
efpecialiy by Mmiitters and em. 
inent fervants 1 public fations, 
yea, by all thofe who offer any 
iervice to God 3 a readinefs from 
lyve. Something of this there is 
in all thofe who are truly his; 
though it be held down‘in many, 
and almoft fmothered with rub. 
bith; but where this Spirit of 
Love is, it waftes that oppéfition 
daily, and groweth in ftrength, 
becoming more quick and ready, 
more freed from felf, and a@ua- 
ted by the will of God, like thofe 
glorious bright fpirits, who excel 
in flrength, fland ready for all his 
will, and employ all their powers 
to do his commandments ; and the 
more like them we aie here, the 
more lively hope have we to be 
fhortly with them, and to be 
wholy as they are. 

“7 faid, here am I, fend me.”] 
The foul turned to Chrilt may; 
in fome cafes, doubt what is his 
will; but when that is once dif- 
covered, there is no deliberation 
whatever, to do it or not He 
does not fay, “If the fervice be 
honourable or profitable, then will 
I do it:” No; but * whatever it 
is, if it be thine, and thou ap- 
point me to it, Here am J ;” and 
this makes the meanelt work of 
this ftation excellent. 
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“ Then faid I, here am I.) 
What a ftrange change ur the 
prophet, who was {fo lately an un- 
done man; and here prefently a 
ready mefienger! Something of 
this moft perions find, who are 
called to the high work of deliv- 
ering meflages from God.—Some 
times a fenfe of pollution be- 
numbs and ftrikes them dead ; 
and anon, again, they feel the 
ftame of love kindled with that 
coal, which gquickens them to 
fuch a readinefs, and fitch free of- 
fers of themifelves to fervice, ‘as 
to thefe who underftand not the 
reafon of it, would feem prefump- 
tuous forwardnefs; and there 
may be in fome minds, at one 
and the fame time, a {ftrange mix- 
ture and counter-working of thefe 
two together, a fenfe of unfitnels 
and unworthinefs, drawing back, 
and yet the ftrength of love driv- 
ang forward, thinking thus :— 
ss How can I, who am fo filthy, 
fo vile,{peak of God; yet he hath 

ewn me mercy, how then can I 
be filent ?”’ 

‘* Send me.””?} fatah cries out, 
of polluted lips, as Mofes complain- 
ed of flammering lips: and this is 
fit to precede, firft, a fenfe of ex- 
treme inability and indipnity ; 
and then, upon a change and 
call ready obedience. A man, 
once undone and dead, and then 
recovered, is the onty fit mefien- 
ger for God. In fucha one, love 
overcomes all difliculties, without 
and within ; and in his work, no 
conftraint doth he feel but that of 
love; and where that is, no other 
will be needed : the {weet, all- 
powerful conftraint of love will 
iend thee all-cheerful, though it 
were through the fire, or the wa- 
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ter. No water can quench it, nor 
fire out burn ia; it burns hotter 
than any other kindled againtt it: 
atter the touch of that cva/ there 
is no forbearing. But his word 
was in my heart as a burning fire, 
fbut up in my bones, and I was wea- 
ry with furbearing ; F could not 
flay. Jer. xx. 9. 

Yet he fays, Send me, though he 
had fo ardent a defire and readi- 
nefs to ; yet he will not go 


unfent ; but humbly offers him-- 


felf, and waits both for his com- 
mifflion and his in{tructions. 


NNN SNR ANNA ANA, 
OBITUARY. 


Fox the Chriftian Herald, 


Extract from an account of the laft 
ficknefs und death of George 
W. Thompfon, fon of Benjamin: 
Thompfon, Efg. of Andover, 
N. H. who died in Ohio, Sept. 11, 
1821, by Mi/s P. A. Rood. 
On Monday, Auguft 27th, 
Mr. Thompfon fet out from our 
houfe early in the morning, in 
good health and {pirits, in com: 
pany with Mr. Templeman, re- 
cently from England, to whom, 
after a fhort acquaintance of two 
days, he had become mutually 
attached. As this gentleman 
was about to return to England, 
Mr. Fhorapfon accompanied him 
to Salem, about Smijes ‘This 
journey he took on horfeback, 
without a coat. It being the day 
of the eclipse on the fun, the ai: 
became heavy and damp. He 
afterward told us, that he fel+ 
fome unwell the fame day. 
He did not return till Wednese 
day, the 2Sth. He entered the 
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he: - with hic ufual cheerfulnefs, 
afi. expiefing Ifs gratitude to 
G «for his goednefs in finding 


‘uel well. He ebferved co my 


mother, “ It has pieafed the Lord 
to let me fee another birth day.” 
My mother requeited that we 
might fend for Mrs. True, who 
was his fifter, ta fpend the day 
with him, but he declined, faying 
he had bufinefs, that demanded 
his attention in the neighbour 
hood that afternoon. 

In the evening he returned, and 
on our enquiring after hi: health, 
he told us that he felt pretty flim, 
and complained of a violent head- 
ache. Warious means were tried, 
which he thought afforded him 
confiderable _ relief. In_ the 


‘morning he felt fome better, and 


rode out to attend to his bufinefs, 
and in the evning returned, 


_ though quite unwell, joined us in 


finging feveral hymns, and pray- 
er and then retired. On Friday 
he feemed worfe, and was unable 
to ride out, yet he fang feveral 
hymus, but in the evening he felt 
worfe. On Saturday he was very 
unwell, and confined to the houfe 
mot of the day. He retired 
early in the afternoon, and came 
no more below ftairs. In the 
evening we were yifited by a Mr. 
Whiitle, a Methodift preacher, 


juit from England. We enquir- 


ed of Mr. Thompton, if he with- 
ed to fee the gentleman, on his 
aniwering in the affirmative, he 
was introduced. After {pending 
iome time in religious converfae 
tron, in which Mr. Thompfon 
took great pleafure, and ipake 
with freedom, he defined the min- 
iter to read and pray with him, 
which he did, and went down, 
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“tr, Thompfon obferved, that he 
had long v thed to fee England, 
but fince h hid feen thotfe ger. 
tlemen, he withed it more than 
ever. On my obferv'ng that Mr, 
Whittle was by no means equal 
to a brother he haa left in Eng. 
land, he faid, ‘then he muft be 
and excellent man indeed. Oh 
how good religion is, what a pleaf. 
ant evening fhowld I have {pent 
had [ been well ; but the Lord is 
good, and I am {fatished ail is 
right.” He refted little through 
the night, and in the morning felt 
worie, and thought proper to ac. 
quaint fome phyfician with his 
complaint, and procure fome af- 
fiftance which was accordingly 
done. He became very fick and 
fpake of his departure with com- 
pofure, as being at hand, faying. 
‘I am going to try the realities of 
eternity.’ On my Mother’s fay- 
ing, fhe hoped he had many a hap, 
py day to fpend with us yet, he 
replied, ‘I hope you don’t mean 
to flatter me, I am not afvaid to 
die ; but you all convince me by 
your countenances, that you think 
I am dying.’ He then faid, ‘my 
dear young friends, come round,’ 
we obeyed, when he tenderly 
fhook us each by the hand, and 
bade us farewell, faying, ‘take 
warning by my fituation, a fick 
bed is a poor place to prepare for 
death ; but blefs the Lopd, he did 
not take me off in the midft of 
my folly and rebellion againft 
him.’ He then called my father 
and mother to him, and thanked 
them for all their care of him, ad- 
ding, ‘may the Lord reward you, 
it is no longer in my power ; but 
this wili be heavy, heavy news to 
my dear mother.’ He then re- 
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guefted that a Minifter might be 
provided to preach his: funeral 
fermon from thefe words. “7 ere- 
fore be ye alfa ready, for in fuck an 
hour as ye think not the fon of man 
cometh.” Having taken an affec- 
tionate leave of us all, he iaid, 
‘when I am’ gone, write imme. 
diately to New-Hamplhire, and 
tell all my friends, T loved them 
to the end.”?, Orn my: father’s ta- 
king him by the hand, he faid, 
sit may be, wou are feeling the 

ulse of a dying man, and it may 
be, { thall live to: be older than 
you are, but the will of the Lord 
be done.” In the morning he 
feemed quite revived, and appear- 
ed deeply engaged in meditation 
and prayer. On my: entering the 
room, he faid, ‘Qh! Pamelia, } 
feel happy, happy in bedy and 
mind. Do you feel the fame ? 
Noi being able to anfwer in the 
affirmative, and being at the fame 
time unwilling to diiturb him by 
an{wering in the negative, I faid, 
‘IT hopé I do.? Dear creature, 
faid he, lL hope you are not de- 
ceived as I have been.’ On afking 
in what refpec he had been fo, 
he faid, ‘why [ always tho’t L 
was a good perfon, but £ now 
feel that I am.a poor finner, re- 
lying on the-mercy of God. for 
redemption’ ¢ He is able, faid f, 
to five to the uttermoit ail thofe, 
that put their iru‘t im him, and 
he will doit.’ ‘Yes,’ faid he, “sf 
we render him our whole heart 
but not cle.’ My father then en- 
tered and afked him how he feit? 
Rainy his hand, and wich acheer- 
ful voice, and countenance, which 
declared the tranquility of his 


heatphe exclainied,. * Never bet- 


ter, Mr. Re ood, néver half fo well 
inaii my ‘iis, never half fo hap- 
py; if [ ain not deceived.— 
— ‘Oh! how happy [I thould 
have been in the enjoyment 
of retzion lilt. night, had 
it not been for thole fpafms. 
Heappeared comfortable through 
the day, and we begun to in- 
dulge the moit lively hopes of 
his recovery. 

he dth-day of his confinement,. 
his phyfician-told us that his coms 
plaint was the billfous remittant 
fever, and that he had but faint 
hopes of his recovery.. Mr. 
Thompfon, however, appeared 
quite comfortable, and thot’ the 
doctor had relieved him. Among 
the reque(fts that he made was one 
that he thould be buried in Ma- 
rietta—he then: obferved’ when 
you. fee my brother Jeffe you 
will fee me, he leoks juft like me, 
and I expeé you: will fee him 
fome day, I expect he wili be com- 
ing on fome day to fee me, or to 
fte the place-where I am buried.” 

Being afked if he telt unealy 
on accoust of being fo far from 
home, he arfwered, ‘no; it was 
the Lord that fentme here, to die 
with you,’ 

He requefted Mr. Hill who at- 
tended him to give him his can- 
did opinion with regard to his ‘it- 
vation, faying. ‘don’t flatter me 
at ail, it will not feare me, if you 
teil me [ thall never get well I 
only wiff-to know what you chink 
of me. Tewould fometimes exe 
prels a defire or with, that fer che 
fake of his dear parents, he ccu'd 
have been with ther, that they 
mizlt have the fatisfaction of at- 
tending him in his lait moments. 
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He gave us many tokens of his 
fincere refpeét and friendfhip. 
‘The do€tor was again fent for, 
But too late. He became more 
convulfed, often repeating fare- 
well, and think no more of me, 
think no more of me. In the af- 
ternoon he appeared to be finking, 
yet he talked much, often repeate 
ing, farewell, farewell. I think 
the laft words I ever heard from 
him were thefe; “It’s death.” 
He after this uttered fomething 
tn hafte, which we could not un- 
der‘tand, his teeth being clofed. 
He then lay filent a few moments, 
and, without a ftruggle, figh, 
groan, or even a gaip for life, 
he quietly refigned his breath 
and fell afleep in Jefus. 








ILLUSTRATION OF SCRIPTURE, 
| Saab Na aia aril citat i 
Punifhment, by being pounded in a 


mortar. 


_ THERE isa remarkable paf- 
fage in Prov. xxvii. 22, * Though 
thou foouldf bray a foolin a mortar 
among wheat, w.th a peftle, yet will 
not his foolifbne/s depart from him.” 
The mode of punifhment which 
‘eems to be referred to in this 
paffage, has been made the fub- 
ject of much enquiry; and in re- 
ply we have been affured that 
there were no traces extant in the 
Eaft of any fuch cuftom having 
ever prevailed. But if no argu- 
ment in favor of it could be 
drawn trom Solomon’s allufion, 
the following extracts will render 
the exiftence of it probable. 
*¢Fanaticifm has enacted, in 
Turkey, in favour of the Ulemats, 
{or body of lawvers) that their 
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oods fhall never be confiscated, 
nor themfelves put to death. Ju, 
by being bruifedin @ mortar. The 
honor of being treated in fo dif. 
tinguifhed a manner, may not, 
perhaps, be fenfibly felt by every 
wne ;—examples are rare; yet 
the infolence of the Mutti irritar. 
ed Sultan Ofman to fuch a de. 
gree, that he ordered the mortars 
to be replaced, which, having been 
long neglected, had been thrown 
down, and almoft covered with 
earth. This order alone produc. 
ed a furprifing effect: The body 
of Ulemats, juitly terrified, fub. 
mitted.” Barron Du Tott, Vol, 
I. page 28. 

“As for the guards of the 
Towers (who had let Prince Co- 
refkie, efcape, ) {ome of them were 
empaled, ‘and fome were pound. 
ed or beaten to pieces in great 
mortars of iron, wherein they do 
ufuaily pound their rice, to re» 
duce it to meal.’ ”’ Knolles hif- 
tory of the Turks, page 1374. 

This quotation feems to givea 
cafe in point ; only that Solomon 
feems to fuppofe the fool to be 
pounded (together with wheat, 
whereas in this inftance, the 
guards were beaten to death 
without any fuch affociation. 

«The Mahometans_ confider 
this office as fo important, and 
entitled to fuch reverence, that 
the perfon of a Pacha, who ac- 
quits himlfelf well-init, becomes 
inviolable, even by the Sultan * 
it is no fonger permitted to fhed 
his blood, But the divan has in- 
vented a method of fatsfying its 
vengeance on thofe who are pro- 
tected by this privilege, without 
departing from the literalexpref- 
fion of the law, ‘by ordering them 
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to be pounded in 2 mortar,’ or 
fmothered in a fack, ‘ot which 
there have ‘been various inftanc- 
es.” Voln. trav. v. IL. p. 251 


W. 





MICHTAM. 
D’Herbelot obferves of the 
works of feven of the moft excel- 
ient Arabian poets, that they 
were called Al Modhahebat, 
which fignifies golden, becaufe 
shey were written in letters of 
‘gold upon Egyptian paper. 
Might not the fix pfalms which 
are thus diftinguifhed be fo call. 
ed, on account of théir having 
been on fome occafion or other 
written in letters of gold, and 
hung up in the fanctuary ? Ainf- 
worth fuppofes that Michtam fig- 
nifies a golden jewel. Such a 
title would have been agreeable to 
the eaftern, tafte, as D’Herbelot 
has mentioned a book intitled, 
Bracelets of Gold. Writing in 
letters of gold ftill continues in 
the Eaft. Maillet, fpeaking of 
the reyal Mohammedan library 
in Egypt, fays, the greateft part 
of thefe books were written in 
letters of gold. 


“This Gofpel muff be preached in 
all nations, 

A verfion of the Old Teftament 
ts in progrefs, in the Turkifh lan- 
guage, by a Mr. Dickfon, who 
is faid to be an accomplifhed 
{cholar. He is alfo revifing Ali 
Bey’s tranflation of the New Teft- 
ament. When thefexworks are 
publifhed, they will, with thofe 
already printed, furnifh verfions 
of the waole fcriptures, “in lan- 
‘guages which, with fome varia- 
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tions of dialect, are {poken over 
a greater extent of teritory than 
was ever poffefied by Ahafuerus 
with his 127 provinces, by Alex- 
ander the Great, or by any of the 


Ceiarsinthe zenith of their gic- 


sy.” 
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Death of Pomare. 

Letrers from Tahiti, ftate 
that Pomarg, king of Tahiti, had 
for a confiderable time paft been 
afficted with a dropfical com- 
plaint—that he returned from the 
neighbouring Ifland Eimeo, the 
latter end of November laft, very 
ill; and on Friday, Dec. 7th he 
expired. 
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ANECDOTES, 


_—— 


A Scotch Minifter, being ask- . 


ed by a friend, during his laft il!- 
nefs, whether he thought himfelf 
dying, anfwered, “ Really, frrend, 
I care not whether I am or not; 
for, if I die, L fhall be with God ; 
and, if I live, he will be with Me.”’ 
—Grion’s fermon to the aged. W 





Auguftine’s Mother.—Augufl 


tine, in his third book of Confef 
fions as given in Milner’s Church 
History, mentions the follewing 
anecdote of his mother Monica 
which may be confiderd, especial- 
ly when connected with the future 
conversion of her son, as a re- 
remarkable encouragement to the 
prayers of parents for their child- 
ren :—** [ remember (says Aus- 
tin,} that sake eatreated a certain 
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-bifhop to unfertake to reason me 
out of my errors. He was not 
at parfon backward to attempt 
chis where he found a docile fttb- 
ject. “But your son (Says he}jis too 
much elated at hae and care 
ried away with the pleasing nov- 
clty of his error, to regard any 
avgrmpenta.ss appears by che plea- 
dure he takes in puzzling many 
ignorant perfors with his captious 
queftions. Let him atone; only 
contniue praying to the Lord for 
him ; he will in the courfeof his 
udy, difcover his error” Al 
this fatishied not my anxiotts 
mother ; ‘with floods of tears fhe 
yerfitted in her requeit, when at 
fa't, hea little out of temper on 
account of her importunity, faid, 
‘ Begone, good woman; itis not 
possible that a child of such tears 
fhould perifh.’ She has often told 
me fince, that this anfwer tmpref. 
fed her Itke a vioce from heaven.” 





A. after ferving for fome 
time in the Englith navy was, 
by injuries received in the fer 
vice, geduced to the neceflity of 
being fupported in the Green- 
wich hofpital. After beimg there 
fome time, he was awe heated to 
a deep fenfe of his danger thro’ 
fin, which led him to direct his 
heart to God by prayer, that his 
anger might be turned away, 
and his favour manitefted to his 
fou}. 

While thus feeking the Lord 
he was tiequently perf2cuted by 
two wicked men belonging to 
the hoipitat, who endeavored by 
a ferics of unkind ACOs LO ITT 
tate his mina. “ae wicked 


proceedings icd our good brother: 
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to commit his cauit into God's 
hands, who, foon undertook for 
him. 

One day, when praying te 
God to take his caufe in h: and, 
the following words were rong. 
ly faggetted to lis mind ;—. 
When a man’s ways p' leafe God, he 
maketh even hs enemies to beat peace 
with hm. Shortly after, as he 
Was going to prayer, one of thefe 
enemies to all righteoufnefs and 
to himlelf, deridingly cried aloud, 
« Silence! Silence | the Preach. 
er is going to pray.” 
a moment. the Lord laid kold on 
him and fmote him with fudden 
death. 

This awful difpenfation, how. 
ever, was difregarded by the fur- 
Viving perfecutor who, tho’ thus 
awfully and feafonably warned, 
continued {till to deride. But 
his career was very fhort ? for, on 
the following fabbath, tho’ our 
brother left himin perfect health, 
to attend a mean of grace, 3 
found him a breathlefs corpfe at 
his return. 

In what an awful way did God 
make his enemies to bé at peace 
with him, removing the troublers 
of his feeking foul far away by 
fudden death! What a “tearful 
thing it is to fall into the hands 
of the living God, before whoie 
anger the wicked are as {tirbbie } 

It deferves remark, that fince 
that melancholy vifitation the 
fear of God’s difpleafure has re 
rained others who were life. 
{fed to perfecute, and has even ene 
gaged their concern for his cute 
tort 

Thus fhal! ::0 man be blefled 
that feareth the Lord! - 
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NEW-YEAR S ADDRESS, 


Hark ! @is the midnight chock, with deepe 
ened tone, 

Proclaims aloud another year is gone, 

Yer TIME’S unwcaried, other hours appear 

nd lo, with Morn we hail another year ; 

$o year to year in conftant courte fuccecds, 

And builds on time the pile where Nature 
bieeds, 

Yet as new hours 'ike Memory mu& decay, 

And our few years like moments pafs away, 

Stiil Hope ! furvives the wreck of feeble time, 

And points to Heaven, ¢ternal and fublime. 


How fhort thefe years, how few compofe the 
whole 

Of mortal life, what—‘pace—awaits the foul 

There in yon Heaven where faith permits to 
rife, 

Where pleafure reigns ; and virture never dies; 

Yo thi, the chriftian looks through every care, 

Smiles on the paft, yet withes to be there ; 

Though griefs intrude, and fortune psove 
untrue, 

Yet Heaven ! Eternal Heaven is fti!l in view. 


Hail Cmriftian friends, may happine& await 

On all thy path’s and plenty at thy gate ; 

No doubts arife to choke the glorious road, 

No clouds to hide the eternal fon of God. 

While o’er the paft with retrefpective eye, 

Our mem'rys look, and nature heaves a fizh. 

Forgive us Heaven though now we turn to 
mourn, 

And with frefth tears bedew ow kindred’s 
Urn 

Where faithful Love or facred Frendthip binds, 

Heaven’s Child ! kind Pity (mypathifing joins, 

And Hope ftill prefent points to that bright 
{fphere, 

Where Fricnds may meet, though feparated 
here. 


Eternal Power, tis thon alone canft givé a 

To Nature charms and make it blifs to live, 

Oh, blefs this year and crown it with thy 
tmiles, 

Lighten each care aud fweeten every toil, 

‘Phen fhall our hearts unite thy praile to fing 

And grateful fong’s through every nation ring. 


While reader, thou mayft feel the powsr ! fing 
And a!) the comforts that the yroi came 
Forget not now the poor tliat round chee wait, 
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The half flarved flrsnger, trembling 
Rate 5 

Turn net away but hear the tale of woe 

And with a willing hand—aoft betlow, 

Vifit the fick, the prifoner in dittrets, 

The widow, orphan and the fatherles s 

Their prayers thall tweeten life's uneven road, 

And thy heart whifper tis the way to Gad. 


at thy 


So when a few more years like thisare o’er, 
And Death exerts, on us his boafted power, 
‘Then may we rife to yon bright fphcres fub 
lime 
At PEACE, fecure above rhe wreck of TIME. 
R. ln, 
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This is a faithful faving, and worthy of 
all acceptation. that Chrift Jefus came inte 
the world to fave finners,”’ 


Yes, Jefas our Saviour, unbounded in‘leve, 
Beholds us in ruins, and flies from above, 
Affumes human.natuic, and fuffers and dies, 
To purchafe for finners a feat in the fkies. 


Ol:, what condefcensiomgshat he who is King, 

Who reign inthe heavens, fhould ttoop thus 
to bring 

Salvation to rebels—to fave them from hell. 

And raife them toe glory with angels to 
dwell, 


Dark, dark was our prifon, and hopelefs our 
cry, 

‘Till this kiné Redeemer came from on high, 

But mercy now enters, proclaiming aloud. 

$s-Live, live wretched fimners, retusn unite 
God.” 


But many fil! linger—alas! they muft die, 

In this gloomy prifon, uniefs they foon fly 

'To the ark of falvation, and believe in ha 
word 

Who’s our King & our Saviour, **Cheift Jefus"* 
the Lord, 


Thou life-giving Spirit, thine influence im- 
part, 
Convid the proud rebcland meit the coi@ 
hearr 
Then humble, and grateful the finner wid 
t- n { 
Gris jotus’,’? HIS Saviour, and truft bia 


‘ 
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ORDINATION. 








Forthe Chritlian Herald. 


AT a Meeting held at Perme- 
la, on.the 14th, 15th and 16th of 
September, 1822, brother Eli 
Denihu, was feparated to the 
work whereunto we believe the 
Holy Ghoft has called him, by 
fafting prayer and laying on of 
hands, by the following Elders, 
viz. Libeus Fields, James Spoon- 
er, and Shubael Little. 

The harveft is truly great, and 
faithful labourers are few. The 
defire for hearing the free word 
of life preached, is increafing, and 
it is hoped that the prayers of 
the faints will reach the hearts of 
fome of the faithful laborers, and 
cautfe them to travel in this part 
of God’s heritage. S. L: 
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NOTICES. 


For the Chriftian Hera!d, 


Daniet Bracket, jr. who 
was ordained by thé Chriftian 
Elders, member of the church, in 

‘Murray, Genneffee county, N. Y. 
was excluded from fellowthip, for 
immoral conduct, returned with 
confeffion, received a promife of 
letter from Elder Robinfon Smith, 
to fhew the fame, according 
did receive the fame letter, but it 
was found there was wrong ftate- 
ments mm and after his confeffion ; 

‘which wrongs he refufes to recti- 
fy ; therefore we no longer fellow- 
fhip him. 

Church meeting, held Oct. 26, 1822. 


Perer Mintar, Ch. Cleré, 


Chritian Herald. 





For the Chpiftisn Herald, 


To all whom it may concern. 


THE Chriftian Church of Ot. 
fego and Hartwick, have exclud.- 
ed James Irons, from member. 
fhip, tor ungodly conduct, in his 
family and towards the church. 

By order of the charch. 
Natrnan Fisx, Ch. Clerb, 
Isaac Souun, 
Hartwick, Oct. 5, 1822, 


THE Maine General Meeting 
is appointed to be held at Fairfax, 
on the 3d Saturday of June next. 

New-Hampthire General Meet. 
ing, inGilford, on Wednefday 
and Thurfday,the 18th and 19th 
June next. 
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Herald, A new Edition of the 
PortsmMouTH SELECTION 


oF 
HYMNS 
LN W's 
Ufed in the Christian Societies. 
They contain 96 pages—at six 
dolmrs and twenty five cents per 
hundred—one dollar per doz. 
and 12 1-2 cents single. 
Orders for the above or for the 
CHRISTIAN REGISTER, 

will be carefully attended tov 





